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Mr. Speaker, I urge all interested in this 

subject to refer to Alfred W. Blumrosen & Ste-
ven M. Blumrosen, Restoring the Congres-
sional Duty to Declare War, 63 Rutgers U.L. 
Rev. 407 (2011). 
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HONORING SPECIALIST FOURTH 
CLASS TECHNICIAN GARY ESTES 

HON. TODD C. YOUNG 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Specialist Fourth Class Techni-
cian Gary Estes for his service to the United 
States Army and to his country. Born in rural, 
central Kentucky SP4(T) Estes entered the 
U.S. Army in the fall of 1966. He was trained 
as a reconnaissance specialist, and then was 
deployed to Vietnam as a member of an ar-
mored cavalry regiment. In addition to exe-
cuting reconnaissance missions, SP4(T) Estes 
served as a machine gunner. While aboard an 
armored vehicle, Estes and his unit came 
under fire from enemy forces. Estes suffered 
severe injuries to his shoulder, face, and 
hand, and had to be airlifted from the battle-
field to a hospital in Japan. This event earned 
him the Purple Heart for his heroism in battle. 
After two months spent recovering from his 
wounds, SP4(T) Estes volunteered to return to 
Vietnam to complete his tour. 

In addition to the Purple Heart, SP4(T) 
Estes was honored as a ‘‘Blackhorse Troop-
er,’’ a distinction reserved for select, elite sol-
diers, for his exceptional skill in the cavalry 
regiment. His heroism and desire to serve his 
country also earned him the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Vietnam Campaign Medal, 
the Vietnam Service Medal, and a Combat In-
fantryman Badge. 

After his service abroad, SP4(T) Estes re-
turned home and dove into community serv-
ice. He is a member of American Legion Post 
233, and has held various executive board po-
sitions, including Post Commander. Estes also 
served as Commander of the local Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (VFW). SP4(T) Estes uses his 
volunteer spirit to help serve veterans and 
members of his community. 
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HONORING MARY HARRISON LEE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Mrs. Mary Harrison Lee who was 
born on July 22, 1939 in Manila, Philippines to 
Ida Lloren. She was adopted at an early age 
by Reverend and Mrs. Ernest Harrison. Her 
adopted father was a chaplain in the army giv-
ing her the opportunity to live in many places, 
such as Captieux, France, Erlangen, Ger-
many, Fort Riley, Kansas, and San Antonio, 
Texas. 

Mary graduated from Rochefort American 
High School in France. Upon returning to the 
United States, she visited Tougaloo College 
and immediately fell in love with its quaint-
ness, intimacy, the hanging moss from the oak 

trees, and the family atmosphere. She was 
convinced that this was where she wanted to 
spend her next four years and enrolled in the 
upcoming semester. 

She became a member of the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. on December 13, 1959. 
She felt the plight of the Civil Rights move-
ment and volunteered to become a Freedom 
Rider. Mary helped lead a ‘‘sit-in’’ in the Trail-
ways bus station in downtown Jackson, where 
she was arrested and jailed. She did not waiv-
er from the overall mission to gain equality for 
African Americans. As a result, on June 23, 
1961, Freedom Riders from Tougaloo College 
set a precedent and became the first residents 
of Mississippi to lead in the movement. While 
at Tougaloo College, Mary met and fell in love 
with Gene Lee. They were married in 1963. 
She and Gene were natural educators. Mary 
dedicated her working career educating youth. 
She began as a teacher in Picayune, Mis-
sissippi; later moving to Kansas City, Missouri. 
In 1973, she relocated with her family to Ger-
many and taught within the Department of De-
fense American School system. In 1981, Mary 
and her family returned to the United States 
and settled in Jackson, Mississippi, where she 
retired in 2001 as Principal from Boyd Ele-
mentary School. 

Mary and Gene were blessed with three (3) 
beautiful children: Geno (Angie), Daryl 
(Cassie), and Angel (Chris), and eight (8) 
grandchildren: Jessica, Tori, Gabby, Nick, 
Bella, Alexa, McKenzie, and Malita. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Mary Harrison Lee for her 
dedication to serving. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO DIANNE 
ELIZABETH OSIS ON HER RE-
TIREMENT AFTER 36 YEARS AS 
CHAIRWOMAN AND PRESIDENT 
OF SPRINGFIELD BUSINESS 
JOURNAL 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Springfield Business Journal founder 
Dianne Elizabeth Osis on her retirement after 
36 years as chairwoman and president. 

The Springfield Business Journal has been 
a staple of Springfield since 1983 and has 
provided the area with outstanding business 
news. The Springfield Business Journal was 
founded by Osis in 1983 with humble begin-
nings and transformed in the 36 years into a 
pillar of journalism in the Springfield area. Osis 
is an example of exemplary hard work. 

Although Osis is retiring from her position as 
chairwoman on January 1, 2017, she still 
plans on keeping her board position at the 
Springfield Business Journal. It is my pleasure 
to recognize her great achievements and wish 
the staff of the Springfield Business Journal a 
joyous and well-earned celebration of their 
success over the years. She has made south-
west Missouri a better place to live and made 
me proud to serve the 7th Congressional Dis-
trict. 

RECOGNIZING THE 2016 OFFICERS 
OF THE FAIRFAX COUNTY FED-
ERATION OF CITIZENS ASSOCIA-
TIONS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ac-
knowledge the Fairfax County Federation of 
Citizens’ Associations (the ‘‘Federation’’) and 
the individuals who will serve as officers for 
the 2016–2017 term. As a former two-term 
President of the Federation, I understand that 
those who volunteer their time, energies, and 
talents to civic activities play a vital role in 
making Fairfax County one of the best places 
in the nation in which to live, work, and raise 
a family. I am honored to recognize the fol-
lowing individuals for their service to our com-
munity: 

President: Tim Thompson. 
First Vice-President: Ed Wyse. 
Second Vice-President: Bill Barfield. 
Treasurer: Alejandro Mattiuzzo. 
Corresponding Secretary: Matt Bell. 
Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 

in thanking these individuals and in congratu-
lating them on being chosen as officers by the 
Fairfax County Federation of Citizens’ Asso-
ciations. Civic engagement is one of the core 
indicators of a healthy community and Fairfax 
County residents enjoy an exceptional quality 
of life due in part to the efforts of these indi-
viduals. Their contributions and leadership 
have been a great benefit to our community 
and truly merit our highest praise. I commend 
them for the enthusiasm that has led them to 
seek officer positions within the Federation 
and ask my colleagues to join me in wishing 
them great success in all future endeavors. 
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HONORING FIRST SERGEANT 
RONALD OWENS 

HON. TODD C. YOUNG 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 6, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor First Sergeant Ronald Owens 
for his service to his country and community. 
1SG Owens completed basic training in 1966, 
two years after graduating from high school. 
After basic training, he was sent for additional 
training to learn to intercept and interpret radio 
traffic. 1SG Owens’ extensive 24-year career 
in the United States Army included two tours 
in Southeast Asia. 1SG Owens’ began his 
second tour under fire in the dense jungles of 
Vietnam as a participant in one of the largest 
and bloodiest campaigns of the Vietnam 
War—the Tet Offensive. During the campaign, 
1SG Owens utilized his specialized training to 
interrupt and analyze radio communication. 
1SG Owens outstanding record of service to 
his country and to the United States Army is 
evidenced by his regular promotions; he en-
tered the service as a private in 1965 and 
reached First Sergeant in the summer of 
1986. 1SG Owens earned, among others, the 
Bronze Star Medal, the Meritorious Service 
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Army 
Achievement Medal, the National Defense 
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